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Brothers and Sisters:
It’s hard to believe we are just 6 weeks away from hosting
the first Florida Professional Firefighters (FPF) Convention here in Sarasota. Our 7th District has remained undersized in the area of available convention accommodations, however a unique set of circumstances allowed
us the exciting opportunity to host our first FPF Convention! Our Convention Committee
(made up of team members from across the Local) has been working over the past 6
months to put together a memorable event. We are especially energized, by the opportunity to have our members attend as volunteers or guests, to witness opening ceremonies,
attend labor leader classes, and hear from our General President Harold Schaitberger and
new Secretary/Treasurer Edward “Edzo” Kelly. Attending this conference will be a rare
opportunity to gain first hand insight into the many advances our State and International
Union have brought to us, and the many challenges they fight for on our behalf every day.
Our Local will be hosting evening fun in the Hospitality suites where members can visit
with Firefighters from across the entire State while enjoying their favorite beverage and
snacks. There will be a host of optional evening entertainment opportunities ranging from
a Pub-Crawl in downtown Sarasota, a Sunset Dinner Cruise, and a special comedy show
brought to us from NYC Firefighter John Larocchia.
The week will be a flurry of activities and fun centered around our purpose of advancing
Labor Education and conducting the business of the Florida Professional Firefighters. Your
elected Delegates will be representing you on all matters of business, including reviewing
and setting our legislative agenda, possible modifications to our FPF bylaws, adopting resolutions, adopting the Budget, and conducting Elections.
This year the FPF Vice President position is up for election. Our Local’s E-Board has endorsed unanimously, (Bradenton Firefighter) brother Rocco Salvatori for re-election to this
important post. Rocco has earned the respect of his peers, leaders and Legislators for his
exceptional work ethic and job related knowledge as he represents us in Tallahassee and
statewide. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the FPF Convention
held at the Sarasota Hyatt, June 5th - 9th.
Respectfully,

Over $1.7 million dollars Merv
donated to local charities
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Legislative Update

Legislative Update - continued from Page 2

fpf@fpfp.org

As reported last week, the Florida legislature is working to find a compromise to stabilize and/or reduce the increasing workers’ compensation rates. The Senate and House have different bills taking a big step forward to help ensure injured workers
can get the care they need, while protecting businesses with insurance costs.

Jim Tolley, FPF President
FPF Members:

The final plan should create a balanced workers’ comp system that benefits both employers and employees keeping in mind
what the Supreme Court has said, striking down the current law as unconstitutional.

We are entering the home stretch of the 2017 Legislative Session. There are three weeks
remaining to move bills and pass a difficult budget. It would seem that time is running
out for some bills. Please be assured that we are all working hard on your behalf to find
a way to keep some bills moving and stopping other bills.
The Legislature had a shortened week in observance of Passover and they took a break
for “Good Friday”, resuming the normal schedules Monday the 17th. We hope everyone has a great Easter weekend with family and loved ones.
With our firefighters battling wildfires statewide, burning more than 23,800 acres, Governor Scott declared a state of emergency. Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam
called it the most active season since 2011, with road closures across the State.
The Senate passed a clean bill (SB 7022) establishing the funding requirements for the
Florida Retirement System. The House passed their bill (HB 5007) with several provisions to prevent several groups from entering the “pension plan”, and changing the
default plan selection to the “investment plan” to steer public employees away from the
FRS Pension Plan.
The House, in a divided vote on Thursday via a procedural move, laid HB 5007 on the
table during 3rd reading and picked up the Senate bill (SB 7022). Representative Caldwell
amended SB 7022 with a “strike all amendment” to change the default to the defined
contribution plan and limit access to the pension benefits for judges, new school board
employees, and elected officials.
The House voted 74-41 for the amended SB 7022, which sent it back to the Senate in
messages. The basic change would place newly hired public employees in an investment
plan, a 401(k) styled-plan, if they fail to make a choice within six months of starting
their jobs. Currently, employees are placed in the traditional pension plan if they don’t
make a choice.
There were several questions and debate about the need for the legislation that could
destabilize the current pension plan. Many believe that the FRS, with an approximate
$150 billion value, is a model system countrywide. However, House Republicans have
pushed for changes to the Florida Retirement System for several years, while the Senate
has refused to agree. These substantial changes have not been discussed during committee meetings in the Senate.
The House and Senate have staked out their positions as they head for budget negotiations in conference. The House took up the Senate’s budget bills Thursday, attached
amendments, and sent them back to the Senate. However, when the Senate passed
its bills Wednesday, they included a stipulation that the House pass the bills without
amending them or agree to enter into negotiations over the differences.
Now that the two chambers, having passed different versions of the budget bills, the
House and Senate will negotiate over the line items and language until they agree to the
exact same budget. Once they have agreed to the amendments, the Conference Report
will be sent to the Governor for vetoes and his signature.
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These bills, both the House and Senate, should address a fair balance between workers and employers and ensure the injured
worker’s access to courts. The goal for everyone involved should be to get the injured worker well and back on the job as
quickly as possible.
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This can be accomplished by understanding the thought process of the Court and ensuring that the “Grand Bargain” remains
in place. Under this Grand Bargain, the employer agrees to provide workers’ comp and, in return, the employee does not file
a lawsuit against their employer.
We have been tracking the workers’ compensation bills and at the same time pushing for cancer presumption legislation for
many of the same reasons. While nothing is over until it’s over, the cancer legislation seemed to be stalled in the committee
process.
With the help of two very good and extremely powerful friends, the Senate’s workers’ compensation bill (SB 1582) moved
out of the Appropriations Committee Thursday with a short but very good amendment. The amendment, by Anitere Flores
and Jack Latvala, declaring two forms of cancer to be an “occupational disease” for Florida’s firefighters, specifically naming multiple myeloma and non- Hodgkin lymphoma. While Senator Brandes objected to the amendment, the bill passed as
amended by a unanimous vote. This amendment effectively moved the cancer issues forward, while the Senate bill remains
stuck in the Community Affairs Committee. Please take a moment to email or call Senator Flores at 850-487-5039 or flores.
anitere@flsenate.gov and Senator Latvala at 850-487-5016 or latvala.jack@flsenate.gov to thank them for their unwavering
support. Specifically, the bill provides for the documentation from the employer and the physician to be provided to the Taxing Authority.
Monday evening, the Annual Award Service was held on the 22nd floor of the Capitol recognizing the 2016 recipients. During
the awards ceremony, CFO Jeff Atwater received several awards for his dedication and service in recognition of his resignation after the Legislative Session concludes. Jeff Atwater also received several recognitions for his service from the other
Cabinet members. We wish Jeff Atwater the best in his next endeavor, and will truly miss his open door and enthusiasm for
the fire service, and an untiring effort to improve our safety and health. Senator Latvala said, “Studies have been done over and
over and over, and the studies show that firefighters are 50 percent more likely to develop multiple myeloma and non-Hodgkin
lymphoma than regular folks. And that’s enough for me.” Please take a moment to email or call Senator Flores at 850-4875039 or flores.anitere@flsenate.gov and Senator Latvala at 850-487-5016 or latvala.jack@flsenate.gov to thank them for their
unwavering support. Specifically, the bill provides for the documentation from the employer and the physician to be provided
to the Taxing Authority.
Monday evening, the Annual Award Service was held on the 22nd floor of the Capitol recognizing the 2016 recipients. During
the awards ceremony, CFO Jeff Atwater received several awards for his dedication and service in recognition of his resignation after the Legislative Session concludes. Jeff Atwater also received several recognitions for his service from the other
Cabinet members. We wish Jeff Atwater the best in his next endeavor, and will truly miss his open door and enthusiasm for
the fire service, and an untiring effort to improve our safety and health.
Amendment 3 passed in the General Election on November 8, 2016, providing the authority to exempt certain individuals’ ad
valorem taxes. HB 455 and SB 764 provide the statutory implementation language for an exemption from ad valorem taxation
for first responders who are totally and permanently disabled as a result of injuries sustained in the line of duty, and extend
the exemption to their surviving spouses. Specifically, the bill provides for the documentation from the employer and the
physician to be provided to the Taxing Authority.
Monday evening, the Annual Award Service was held on the 22nd floor of the Capitol recognizing the 2016 recipients. During
the awards ceremony, CFO Jeff Atwater received several awards for his dedication and service in recognition of his resignation after the Legislative Session concludes. Jeff Atwater also received several recognitions for his service from the other
Cabinet members. We wish Jeff Atwater the best in his next endeavor, and will truly miss his open door and enthusiasm for
the fire service, and an untiring effort to improve our safety and health.
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FPF 7th DVP Report

Secretary’s Report

This year we invited
up to 12 members
Mervin R. Kennell, FPF 7TH DVP
of Local 2546 to
president@iaff2546.com
attend our FPF Executive Council and
E-Board meeting in Tallahassee in March. Treasurer Phil Vets and I were already
in Tallahassee when the Team arrived for a jam-packed Lobbying 101 tour. The
team arrived in a 12-passenger van in time to attend the Legislative Caucus event at
Hotel Duval, where they had the opportunity meet some of our Representatives,
including Senators Latvala and Flores – both senior and influential members of
the State Legislature.

Members:

We had a brief visit to Clyde’s, a Tallahassee watering hole, where legend says more
problems have been solved and deals put together than in the Florida House or
Senate. We were able to get in a special visit with the owners who manage a very
successful lobbying firm. They offered tips and perspectives about our issues.

As you may have noticed, we have rolled out a re-design of our Straight Streams member newsletter. A while back I followed
in the footsteps of our FPF Vice-President and jumped on the Apple/Mac bandwagon. I am loathe to admit that it has made
me a lot more productive, but some of the tools that DJ used, such as Microsoft Publisher, are not available on the Mac. Since
we were changing platforms and moving to Adobe InDesign, we decided that it was a good time to freshen up the look of
our quarterly publication.

Phil and I headed to our rooms to get some rest and prep for our day of lobbying
in the Capitol. Rumor has it that we missed some world class Karaoke at the hotel.
The next morning began early, starting with breakfast at 6:30 am, followed by a
full schedule at the Capitol for our legislative appointments. We were able to meet with all our 7th District Representatives
and Senators to share our issues and request their support. During our visit, we covered all of our major legislative priorities,
which included expressing our opposition to more FRS reductions and adversarial Workers Compensation proposals, as well
as showing support for long-overdue raises for State Firefighters.

Along with the redesign, we have included a new feature called Around the Local. This section will feature photos of our
members on and off duty, in the communities we serve. Being twelve separate jurisdictions covering three counties, sometimes there is a bit of a perceived disconnect -- we hope this new section will serve as a bridge between us and reinforce the
fraternal bonds that lie at the heart of the fire/rescue service. If you have any photos, stories or anything else that you would
like to share, send them to us at straightstreams@iaff2546.com and we will try to feature them in a future issue.

After we finished our legislative visits, we visited the Visitor Gallery of the Florida House of Representatives to watch them
do their work. We hit the lottery when the team was able to witness one of our Legislators listen to our pitch on Cancer presumption bill and agreed to sign on as a sponsor before we left the office. Thank you, Representative Julio Gonzalez! There
is a reason we participate in the legislative process, and they got to see first-hand the results of candidate support, relationship
building, and educating our Legislators.
We ended the day with the King of
the Hill Softball Game & BBQ, a
long-standing tradition where the Democrats play the Republicans in a Softball
game that we organize. It gives them a
chance to have a break from the session
to have some fun with their peers. Team
2546 headed home after the game, while
I remained in Tallahassee to finish my
week-long assignment representing you
as the FPF 7th District Vice-President.
I have heard so much positive feedback
for those in attendance for the first time.
I hope to see some new faces next year
for this eye-opening opportunity into
what our organization does on your behalf.
Respectfully,

It has been a busy three months since the last issue of Straight
E. Scott Heinis, Secretary
Streams. There are a lot of subtle details that have to be tracked
escotth@iaff2546.com
when it comes to the duties of the Secretary of the Local. Luckily, our Secretary Emeritus has made himself available whenever I have needed (just as he promised), so the transition has been far smoother than it could have been!

I want to begin by updating you on the progress of the Local 2546 app for Android and iOS. The developer submitted the
app to the Apple App Store, but it was rejected because of the way the app authenticates users. The fix involved making
changes to both the app, as well as the back-end server. Also, because both the Android version of the app has to interact
with the server, it had to be updated as well. As soon as both apps are re-submitted and approved for publishing, we will let
you know and start our roll out.

The other two major areas I have been focusing on since January are upgrading the membership database and making sure that
the members of the Convention Committee have access to the assets and resources they need to make sure the 73rd Annual
FPF Convention is an event to remember. I’m not going to bore you with talk about relational databases and SQL queries,
but I do have a lot to share about the convention.
Our preparation efforts continue to progress smoothly, thanks in no small part to the leadership of Committee Chairman
Paul Kurtz (Sarasota) and the hard work of each of the ICS Sector Teams. There isn’t close to enough room in one article to
summarize all that the teams have accomplished over the past seven months, so I am only going to touch on those issues that
are timely and/or critical that we communicate to you as June 5th approaches. Of those, the single most important subject
has to do with volunteer signups.
As an organization, our greatest assets are you, our members, and our ability to put boots on the ground. We are going to
have to pull from that resource if we want to set a new standard and put on the best FPF convention ever. To that end,
Ryan Kaliher has set up a volunteer signup portal on Signup Genius. You can get there by following this link: https://goo.
gl/9XVdw2. We need shuttle van drivers, welcome center workers, bar backs for the Hospitality Room and general on-site
volunteers. Please take a look at your schedule, go to the site and signup now! All volunteers will receive a complementary
volunteer version of the event shirt.
Mentioning the event shirt is a great transition into the work that Danny Felico and Jeff
Jozefiak have been doing in the Merchandise and Branding Sector. Based upon a concept
brought forward by Danny, the official convention logo came out spectacularly! In
addition to being used on all of the convention branding, the logo will be printed on
shirts and featured on the front of a limited edition FPF Convention Challenge Coin.
You can see the final design to the right and, as soon as the convention website
goes live, you can pre-order shirts and challenge coins. Keep your eyes on the site
at www.L2546.org - once the designers have finished their work, you will be able to
find anything you need to know about convention in one, central location.

Suncoast 2546 Delegation with Representative Julio Gonzalez, MD
(L to R) Back Row: Justin Bala (Punta Gorda), DVP Matt Seiler (Sarasota), DVP Rod Griffon (North River)
Second Row: Paul Kurtz (Sarasota), Chief Michael Rampino (North River), President Merv Kennell,
Representative Gonzalez, Treasurer Phil Vets, Steward Lee McManus (Charlotte);
Field Service Rep. Jeff Jozefiak & Steward & Gerardo Rogazy (Sarasota)

As always, thank you for your continued trust and support.
Fraternally Yours,
Scott

Merv
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Sarasota County

Since my last article, there have been a lot of changes within SCFD. The resignation of our Operations Chief, Williams
Matt Seiler, District Vice-President Burns was the most significant. Chief Burns came to our Demseiler@iaff2546.com
partment with good ideas and good intentions but in the end
was not a good fit for SCFD. I have been meeting with Administration during this transition and will continue to have open discussions on our new direction. We have a long way to go but
I feel positive that we are moving in the right direction. The JATC committee is still having discussions on the best way to
give our new hires the training and tools to succeed within this new calendar rotation. Labor still would like the number of
stations in the rotation to be reduced from 4 to 2, to give the new employees and the officers more time to learn and assess.
We have officially sent in the PERC forms to start negotiations. This was postponed due to the operational changes that were
occurring at the time. I have met with the ESCI consulting reps that are in the process of evaluating SCFD and will give the
County an assessment and recommendations of our strengths and weaknesses within our department. They have been very
helpful and I believe will be a great asset to the issues Labor has already been addressing.
As we get closer to negotiations please look to the Union website for updates and meetings.
Thank you and take care,

This year was another great event for your SUNCOAST POSarasota County
LAR FIREFIGHTERS 2546 team. We had a total 7 members
Gerardo “G” Rogazy, Steward
raise over $1000 as a team for Special Olympics and as you can
rogazy@iaff2546.com
see our team made great efforts this year to be in top physical conditions for our swimsuit shoot! We look to increase our
team participation and challenge you to take the plunge! There are some great incentives for the more money you individually
raise, but at the bare minimum, you get to bring 2 spectators with you to enjoy Sea World’s Aquatica Waterpark for the day.
Big thanks go out to our Brothers and Sister: “Pinky”, “Monk”, “Suds”, “Growacet”, “Gumby”, Matt, Scotty Love and
“G” for either plunging or raising money. Most importantly, we also like to thank all of our DONORS!
This makes for a great family event and we welcome you to join us! (Family members can take the plunge too!) As soon as the
date for next year’s event becomes available we will have the team page created for all to join. Please keep checking the local’s
site and Facebook page for updates. If you have any questions contact me at rogazy@iaff2546.com or at (954) 663-0276.
Brothers and sisters, I hope this article found you well and look forward to an even better event next year!

Matt

Your brother,
Gerardo “G” Rogazy
This past month we had two great examples of
how we take care of each other and our communities. First was the day we had over 20 firefighters come out to Josh Heinlein’s house and
help do a spring cleaning makeover. It was a total team effort, with a complete transformation
within 3-4 hours. Thank you to all that came out
and gave their time and to those who gave money
in lieu of time.

For the second year in a row the Union has provided our BBQ trailer to the Community Within
annual meet and greet. This is an organization
that was created by our own SCFD members
to help give every child the opportunity and resources to succeed. Thank you to “G” and Jeff
Jozefiak for cooking and to Bobby Williams
for asking us to be a part of this terrific community event.

Plungers (L to R) “Growacet”, “Monk”, “G”, “Pinky”, “Gumby”, “Suds” and Scotty Love

On Saturday, February 11, 2017, SeaWorld’s Aquatica water park chilled down its wave pool and more than a thousand Plungers participated in the annual Polar Plunge for Special Olympics Florida.
All proceeds raised by Polar Plungers support Special Olympics Florida, which provides year-round sports training and competition to children and adults with intellectual disabilities. In its eighth year, the event has raised more than $1.5 million dollars
for athletes.
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Around the Local
Our Members in Action

Bradenton Firefighters’ Golf Tournament
(L to R) Julius Halas, Trustee Garry Lawson (Bradenton), President Merv Kennell and Rob Chiesa (Sarasota)
City of North Port Fire Department Members Fighting a Wildland-Urban Interface Fire

(L to R) Members Paul Kurtz, Josh Moss, Matt Rose, Steve LaPlante & Rich Gatanis
with Dillon from MDA and Hooters Staff

2017 Venice Firefighters’ Benevolent Fund BBQ
(L to R) City of Venice DVP Jeff Cripe with Venice City Councilman Bob Daniels

Have you seen our members in action around the area?
Send your photos to straightstreams@iaff2546.com

President Kennell and his wife Jennie count the haul
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and we will try to include them in an upcoming issue!

Suncoast 2546 Delegation to the Florida Legslature
(L to R) Back Row: DVP Matt Seiler (Sarasota), Justin Bala (Punta Gorda) Secretary Scott Heinis
Steward Gerardo Rogazy (Sarasota), Paul Kurtz (Sarasota);
Second Row: Steward Lee McManus (Charlotte); Field Service Rep. Jeff Jozefiak, Treasurer Phil Vets
Seated: Local 2546 President/FPF 7th DVP Merv Kennell, Representative Wengay “Newt” Newton, Sr.
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Charlotte County

Brothers and Sisters:

Local Members,

dstokes@iaff2546.com

THANK YOU for electing me to serve as your CCFEMS Unit
DVP for the last two terms/4 years it has been an honor.

Adam Chevalier, District Vice-President
It’s spring already and summer is knocking on the door. We
firefighterchevy@iaff2546.com
enjoyed another mild winter which provided beautiful weather
with bearable temperatures during the day and cool evenings
that allowed us to turn off our air conditioners to reduce electric bills, woohoo! The environment at SMFR has been moderately warm with good news and progression.

Dave Stokes, District Vice-President

By the reading of this Straight Streams there will be new nominees for CCFEMS Unit DVP and I have decided not to run
for a third term. Since the beginning of my term our IAFF Team has regained trips to the store on duty, a good contract with
raises, saw a good longtime Chief retire and hired two more good Chiefs.
All 5 County Commissioners were endorsed by the IAFF and are supportive of us. I feel there are good candidates that have
been involved with the IAFF to pick from and feel confident that we will continue on this good track.
We Thank Chief Taylor for her service and look forward to a new era with Chief Bill Van Helden as Public Safety Director.
I look forward to the leadership and new ideas from the next Fire Chief and DVP and will wish all of you the best and ask
you to treat each other well.
God Bless,
Dave

City of Punta Gorda

Brothers and Sisters:

adavenport@iaff2546.com

As my term as DVP comes to an end, I see two great candidates
stepping up from their nominations for the position. Whoever
may take this next step I’m sure he will lead our department in

Alex Davenport, District Vice-President

As our contract draws more and more near we should begin to work on our comparables. That definitely showed to benefit
us and our last contract negotiation. Our comparables and our politics are what is going to keep our contract acceptable in
the future. I look forward to working with the contract negotiations team as we look to improve our status as firefighters with
the city of Punta Gorda.
The largest of the two murals being created in the bay at Headquartes by artist Skip Dyrda is finished, and it looks
spectacular. At 43 feet by 18 feet, this
beautiful and informative piece of artwork recreates city’s original fire station,
depicting a crew coming back from a
call.

Southern Manatee Promotions
(R to L) Lt. Brian Hodges and Lt. Ed Tumolo with Captains Mike Bloski & Robert Thayer

In addition to our hiring process, we applied for a SAFER Grant in effort to hire between 6-9 full-time FF’s. These FF’s will
allow our Haz-Mat Truck to be staffed 24/7. We hope to hear some positive news sometime in June or July. I would like to
thank President Kennell for his letter of recommendation. The last time he composed a letter of recommendation, the fire
department applying for the SAFER Grant was awarded grant money. We’re hoping for the same results; no pressure brother.
We hope all is well with the Bargaining Units within the Local and remind our brothers at Cedar Hammock to remain strong
during their negotiation process. Even though at the moment progress has the speed of a tortoise, I assure you it will get
better and you couldn’t have a better Local backing you. Always remain professional and remember anything worthwhile is
worth fighting for!

Chev
Calling all Pipe and Drum Aficionados:

FIRE
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Heritage Mural of Firefighters Returning from a Call
City of Punta Gorda Headquarters / Fire Station 1
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The Local is actively seeking to establish a Pipe and Drum band
made up of members from within the departments in Suncoast
Professional Firefighters & Paramedics.

GB
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Alex

We opened job postings for (2) new FF’s through
the National Testing Network (NTN) from February 9-March 10th. We received over 100 applicants and have reviewed the top 50 applicants so
far. Emails will be sent out to selected applicants
to participate in our Fire and EMS Assessments.
We then will send an email to select applicants to
participate in the oral interviews. On May 10th,
tentative job offers will be made and on June 12
the (2) fortunate FF’s will begin their career with
SMFR.

Be Safe,

I would like to welcome Brooke Calitri
and John Hall to the Department I look
forward to great things from you both,
I’m sure you will not disappoint us.
Fraternally yours,

On February 7th, 1st Class Fire Fighters Brian Hodges and Ed Tumolo were promoted to Lieutenant. Congratulations to
you both and hats off to all of the participants that competed in promotional process. Due to the promotion, Lt Tumolo
transferred to B-shift and Lt Hodges was able to
remain on B-shift. I know B-shift was impressed
to have one of their own earn the promotion and
to acquire Lt Tumolo. Lt’s Hodges and Tumolo
are extremely intelligent individuals and I know
they will excel in their new roles. Again, congratulations brothers!!

L ON

a wonderful direction.

Southern Manatee

SCUE

Town of Longboat Key
Brandon Desch, Steward
bdesch@iaff2546.com

Whether you currently play or are interested in learning, please contact Brandon Desch (Longboat Key) at 941-524-5717 or
bdesch@iaff2546.com as soon as possible.
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West Manatee

Greetings Brothers and Sisters:

Buddy Bowen, District Vice-President

Things continue to evolve at West Manatee with events like the
dedication and renaming of what was Station 1 to Station 3, in
honor of recently retired Chief Andy Price. The ALS program
continues to develop with a number of guys in Paramedic schools in both Manatee and Sarasota. Training is ongoing for the
new Marine 7, which will take some time to rotate everyone through.
bbowen@iaff2546.com

I would like to take this opportunity to switch gears a little and share an experience that I had while holding a boot for MDA.
My son and I were manning the West bound lane of Manatee Avenue on Anna Maria Island. It was about 10:30 or so and traffic was beginning to pick up. Many cars had passed and our boots were filling up when one lady in particular, being stopped by
the traffic light, rolled down her passenger side window. She did the tell tail wave that says she had money to give. I dutifully ran
over to her car and held out my boot. The lady leaned over to place her generous donation in the boot and with a pained and
most sincere look in her eyes said “ Thank you for all that you Fire Fighters do for this cause.” I thanked her for the donation
and said “Your welcome”. She then said “ My son had Muscular Dystrophy”. I said back to her something like “I’m just glad
we can do something to help”. With that she said “Thank you” again and drove away.
The significance of what this lady said didn’t hit me right away but I kept replaying the interaction in my head. It was sometime
later, while driving home with my son, that I began to understand the full meaning. Knowing that there is no cure for MD and
that she told me that her son had Muscular Dystrophy, it can mean only one thing.
My heart truly goes out to people like this lady. This experience has given me a new understanding of the importance of
Fire Fighter support for MDA. Congratulations and Thank You to everyone that participated in the recent and successfully MDA Boot Drive.
In Fraternity,

North River

Brothers and Sisters:

Rod Griffon, District Vice-President
I hope everyone is doing well. There are a lot of exciting things
rgriffon@iaff2546.com
happening within the North River Fire District. I will start off
with sharing that three of our members received very deserving
promotions. In October 2016, Engineer Blair Pontious was promoted to the rank
of Captain. In February 2017, Firefighter Zack Steinburgh and Firefighter Dane
Zoller were promoted to the rank of Engineer. Congratulations to all three of you!
In addition to promotion news, Captain Matt Thornton has announced his retirement effective May 1, 2017. Captain Thornton has 25 years of dedicated service
to the district. Throughout his career, Captain Thornton has been a role model to
many and a friend to all. He will be greatly missed by his brothers and sisters at the
North River Fire District. Enjoy your retirement Captain!
The 2017 MDA boot drive was a huge success. Thank you to everyone that participated over the three-day weekend. The North River Firefighters, friends and families collected over $20,000. Overall, Local 2546 raised over $100,000 for MDA. It
was really nice to see the excitement on everyone’s faces while collecting money
for such a worthy cause. It was much appreciated to see so many people turn out
to selflessly give back to the community in which they serve.
Lastly, we are on the verge of opening up contract negotiations and so far it looks
like we’re getting a lot of positive feedback from our members. There are some big Captain David Murphy collecting for MDA
issues to be discussed and so far, everything from both sides appears to have a very positive tone. The morale at North River
continues to be at an all-time high, so keep up the good work, stay involved and most importantly be safe.
Rod Griffon, District Vice-President
North River Fire District

Buddy

Englewood

Hello Brothers and Sisters,

Roman Grabowski, District Vice-President

There isn’t much to report coming out of Englewood Fire Department this quarter, which isn’t a bad thing at all. The department now has ten firefighters with under one year of service,
which fills the days with training and coaching. This is the future of EFD, and it looks to be very bright.
romang@iaff2546.com

We are also ramping up for negotiations, and I am looking forward to enhancing our contract, working with Chief Lane and
our commission, to solidify an already stable department on both sides.
We are also looking forward.to the convention in June and hope to make a strong showing.
Please, everyone, stay safe, train, and be better than you were yesterday!
In Brotherhood,

North River Fire Department members, friends and family helping in the fight against neuromuscular diseases

Roman
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City of Venice

Members:

Jeff Cripe, District Vice-President

We are having a busy year at Venice. As we move forward in
2017, the city is looking at implementing a fire fee. This comes
to not only bring a stable funding model moving forward, it will
also address immediate capital improvements needed as well as a capitol depreciation plan moving forward.
jcripe@iaff2546.com

We also are moving into contract negotiations. The focus is on the pay article addressing the pay compression issues, multiple
years of pay stagnation in the non-top pay areas and the concept of pay for performance that Venice Council is interested in
and has a agreement with the FOP. I will set a meeting when the framework for negotiations is complete so we can decide on
the particulars before we start.
As always, I have expressed that if there are any questions, concerns or ideas please give me a call.
Jeff

City of Bradenton

There’s a lot going on but not much to report, if that makes
sense. Things we’re working on are Work Comp.issues, an imDoug Huffman, District Vice-President proved FMLA policy, revisions to the promotional policy and
dhuffman@iaff2546.com
the educational policy, implementing a scene safety class and a
revision of the disciplinary policy. All of these things are being
discussed but nothing is in a form that’s ready for presentation to the membership.
Inspector Dennis Bonneau retired back in January and Inspector Chris Melzer was brought on board to take Bonneau’s spot
in the prevention bureau. If you haven’t already, please take a minute to welcome Chris to the team.
We all have our own story of how we wound up at the BFD. No matter what our individual stories are, we’re all blessed to
be here. Whether you walked in the door and were hired on the spot or you had to endure multiple hiring processes before
you finally landed the job. It’s a great place to work because of what we do but mostly because of the people who work here.
People like you. Thank you for all you do. I appreciate you all and miss you more than you know.
Take care, be safe and I’ll be in touch.

Dear Local 2546 Members:

Jim Brantley, General Counsel - Local 2546
legal@iaff2546.com

IAFF News Update

Jane Blume, Director of Communications
jblume@iaff.org

April 18, 2017 – Walter (Walt) Dix, president of Broward County, FL Local 4321, was officially sworn in at IAFF headquarters
by General President Harold Schaitberger as the new 12th District Vice President, replacing Larry Osborne who has retired
after 10 years of distinguished service on the IAFF Executive Board.
The International conducted special election nominations to fill Osborne’s seat. As the only person nominated for the position, a single ballot was cast for Dix and he was acclaimed as 12th District Vice President.
“I am confident that Brother Dix will follow the great
legacies of all our past 12th District Vice Presidents
and will serve our members in an outstanding manner,” says Schaitberger. “I know we all look forward
to working with him on behalf of our great union.”
He adds, “On behalf of General Secretary-Treasurer
Edward Kelly and myself, I congratulate Larry Osborne for an incredible career working on behalf of
our great membership and for a long deserved retirement.”
Dix says, “I am extremely honored and humbled to
follow such strong union leaders like Larry Osborne,
Dominick Barbera and Charlie Hall. For more than
45 years, the 12th District has had the absolute privilege of being represented by good men who are
union to the core. I believe that my time spent working alongside these great union leaders will serve me
well in representing the 12th District.”

Walter (Walt) Dix being sworn in as IAFF 12th DVP by General President Harold Shaitberger

As a native of South Florida, Dix has spent his career of 37 years with Broward County Fire Rescue, serving as president of
Local 4321 for the past 26 years. During his tenure as president, Dix helped orchestrate the merger of nine locals to form
Local 4321 and spearheaded several municipal mergers with Broward County Fire Rescue.

Doug

Donnelly + Gross

Walt Dix Elected
12th District Vice President

Donnelly + Gross is proud to serve as General Counsel for
Suncoast Professional Firefighters & Paramedics, IAFF Local
2546.

Our firm has recently updated our presence on social media and ask that you check out and:

In 2010, he was awarded the prestigious IAFF Leadership Award. In 2009, he was named the state of Florida Professional
Firefighter of the Year.
Dix has also joined disaster relief efforts for major hurricanes, establishing IAFF disaster relief operations centers for Hurricanes Katrina, Wilma and Rita and Super Storm Sandy.
With more than 30,000 members, the 12th District is the third-largest district in the IAFF.

LIKE our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/DonnellyandGross
and
FOLLOW us on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/Donnelly_Gross
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Congratulations, Brother Walt!
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Suncoast Professional Firefighters and Paramedics
Local 2546 of the International Association of Fire Fighters
740 Commerce Drive, Suite 1
Venice, FL 34292-1743

Remember to keep your home and e-mail addresses up to date!
Contact us at membership@iaff2546.com to update your information

MDA Update

Good day everyone.

Paul Kurtz, Convention Chairman

I hope this update finds everyone well. I wanted to take a moment to update you on what can only be described as an Amazpkurtz@iaff2546.com
ing MDA weekend. First, a special thank you to all the members that participated on March 3rd, 4th and 5th in the MDA “Fill the Boot” Boot Drive. We operated 14 intersections from
North River to Venice.
Maverick and Lulu, with 92.1 CTQ, helped kick off the weekend at Hooter’s of Sarasota, along with promoting our efforts
during the two weeks prior on their morning show. With over 200 members manning their intersections from 8am to 1pm
each day, this is the largest collective effort for MDA within Local 2546 in a decade. A fact we should all be proud of.
This collective effort generated over $100,000 to be donated to the Muscular Dystrophy Association from our Charitable
Foundation. Similar to securing the opportunity to collect in Sarasota County in 2015, this year we secured the opportunity to
collect in Manatee County. This has been an area that was prohibited in the past. We hope to begin discussions in Charlotte
County so that we can again extend our efforts south in 2018.
Our goal is to continue to build on this 63 year tradition with the ultimate goal of 100% participation. Our commitment to
MDA does not end with the boot drive. We are scheduled to cook dinner on June 25th at Camp MDA. It is extremely rewarding to meet some of the kids that our efforts assist. All are welcome and encouraged to join us.
Thank you again for your participation.
See you soon,
Paul Kurtz
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